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CHAPTER XX.

ORGANIZATION.

“For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order the
things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed
thee.” — Titus 1 : 5.

N the advancement of the third angel’s message, ten

years had passed (from 1848 to 1858) before our people
seemed to realize a necessity for any more formal associa-
tion than simply the belief of the truth and Christian love.
Although the Lord had spoken to his people upon this
subject through the gift of prophecy, it seemed to require
some adverse experiences to arouse them fully to a sense
of the necessity of the organization of conferences and
churches and associations for the management of the tem-
poralities of the cause.

In the Rewiew, Vol. XIII, Feb. 3, 1859, there was
published an address treating upon the subject of system-
atic benevolence, on the tithing principle. This address
had been adopted by the church in Battle Creek, Jan. 26,
1859. It was suggested that property was worth at least
ten per cent per annum. And it was therefore recom-
mended that each person give at least one per cent on all
his property free from debt, and a weekly donation, be-
sides, as he might deem proper, thereby raising a fund
to be used in the support of the gospel ministry.

During the publication of Volume XIII, several articles
were written by different ministers, indorsing the system.
It was readily accepted by the generous and liberal hearted,
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