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CHAPTER XXII

ORGANIZATION

OiE OR this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou
) shouldest set in order the things that are want-

) ing, and ordain elders in every city, as I had
~>) appointed thee.” *

In the advancement of the third angel’s mes-
sage twelve years had passed (from 1846 to 1858) before
our people seemed to realize a necessity for any more formal
association than simply the belief of the truth and Christian
love. Although the Lord had spoken to his people upon this
subject through the gift of prophecy, it seemed to require some
adverse experiences to arouse them fully to a sense of the ne-
cessity of the organization of conferences and churches and
associations for the management of the temporalities of the
cause.

Opposition to Organization

In a foot-note on page 12 of “ Supplement to Experience
and Views,” published in 1853, Elder James White says: —

“ After the time passed in 1844 there was great confusion,
and the majority were opposed to any organization, holding
that it was inconsistent with the perfect liberty of the gospel!
Mrs. White was always opposed to every form of fanaticism,
and early announced that some form of organization was
necessary to prevent and correct confusion. Few at the
present time can appreciate the firmness which was then re-
quired to maintain her position against the prevailing

anarchy.”
1 Titus 1: 5.
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